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Announcement

Congratulations on your enrollment in the United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences
of TUAT. It is a great pleasure for me to meet you in person today and extend my
congratulations.

The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences of TUAT was the first doctoral program
established in Japan 37 years ago in a union system, and with the participation of a succession
of national universities with graduate schools of agricultural sciences, it has become an
extremely large graduate school management organization consisting of up to 20 universities
throughout Japan. Over the past 40 years, the Graduate School of Agricultural Science has
produced many doctoral degree holders, not only in Japan, but has also welcomed students
from all over the world and trained human resources who will serve as the foundation for
countries in Asia, Africa, South America, and other regions that are gaining momentum. It is
clear from the recent global situation that this type of graduate education is extremely
important. In Japan, the importance of regional revitalization is being called for due to the
adverse effects of the concentration of people in one region, and it is also clear that global
issues such as food, the environment, and infectious diseases cannot be solved by only a few
countries or a few academic fields. Greenhouse gas emissions from agricultural production,
rapid soil degradation, ocean pollution, and global urbanization have made it no longer
possible to take for granted the availability of food on a global scale. In order to return the
earth to a sustainable state that exceeds its limits, it is imperative that we recognize that we
humans are just one member of nature, and that we must firmly rebuild a social system that
coexists in harmony with nature.

It is truly wonderful that you have chosen and obtained the opportunity to pursue your
research activities in a doctoral program that is based on the philosophy of such advanced and
core initiatives. What is important is that, as you deepen your respective specialties, you
should firmly establish a vision of what the world should look like in the future, and what kind
of people you need to connect with and what kind of research you need to promote in order
to shed new light on the world of academia. “Doctor” is often seen as a high level of expertise
in a limited area of the world, but it is not an area of strength within a narrow scope. A doctor
is a person who has the ability to identify the ideal future image along with the major
challenges that are posed to him or her on a daily basis, and to formulate and implement
concrete measures to achieve that ideal. The world is in need of such people right now. To
this end, I would like to ask you to feel, think deeply, and have the courage to break out of
your shell in your daily activities. I hope that you will understand that everything that is
happening on the earth today is connected to you, and that you will become a person who is

able to take real action on what you need to do, with the awareness that you are responsible



for a part of it.

I sincerely hope that you will develop your abilities to the fullest in the doctoral course at this
graduate school and open up a new world that no one has ever reached before, and that this
will be my congratulatory address to you.

I congratulate you on your achievement today.

April 8, 2022
President, Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology
Kazuhiro Chiba



