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Who's afraid of the big bad human?

kM : Katharina Kasper (x> 3541 > dij®)
ft B : ET#HEE / Mammal Research Institute,Polish Academy of Sciences

Human-dominated landscapes are rapidly evolving ecosystems in which wildlife communities
are increasingly shaped by human activity and land modification. Across much of Europe,
humans have functioned as the sole top predator for centuries, but the recent natural
recolonization of gray wolves has reintroduced a complex trophic layer interacting with and
beneath people. While much of our understanding of wolf behavior still relies on studies from
remote protected areas in North America where human interaction is low, such research is
barely transferable to the European context. For her PhD at the Mammal Research Institute
of the Polish Academy of Sciences (Bialowieza, Poland) and the Leibniz Institute for Zoo and
Wildlife Research (Berlin, Germany), Kathi Kasper explored how wolves occupy novel
ecological niches and develop strategies to live amid people, examined how the shift from
historical heavy persecution to species protection has shaped wolf fear and habituation, and
advanced our understanding of what drives so-called ‘problematic’ wolf behavior.
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